A PERIOD OF ANXIETY

Camara a refuge if he should escape us), ought not to
be in the possession of the enemy. After we fired
a few shots from the light guns of the two cruisers
the Spaniards, six officers and five hundred men, sur-
rendered. As Coghlan had no means of caring for
the prisoners, he turned them over temporarily to
the insurgents, with express instructions that they
must be well treated.

Even before our flag was flying over Isla Grande,
although we had not yet received the news, Ameri-
cans at home were rejoicing over our naval victory
at Santiago and Camara had been recalled to Spain.
I was glad of an opportunity of stating my own posi-
tion with perfect candor to Admiral von Diedrichs,
yet in a diplomatic fashion which could not be per-
sonally offensive to him, however positive he was in
his views about the rights of neutrals in a blockaded
port. Already there had been a correspondence be-
tween us in which, in keeping with the accepted au-
thorities on international law,1 including the German
Perels, who had lectured at the Imperial German
Naval Academy at Kiel, I maintained my right of
blockade in boarding all vessels, including men-of-
war. Or, in my own words, in one letter to Vice-
Admiral von Diedrichs:

"As a state of war exists between the United
States and Spain, and as the entry into this block-
aded port of the vessels of war of a neutral is per-
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